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Dear Docket CI~rk:

Unifrutti traders Ltda. opposes the above referenced change in the effective dateiofTable Grapt; Markcting Ordcr
925 and the companion Table Grape Import Regulation 4 that will filrther restrict table giapes supplied from Chile. Unifnllti
traders Ltda. is in the business of exporting Chilean agriculturaJ commodities, and ships approximClooly 2.000.000 boxes of
frcsh tablc grapes to the U.S. during tile months of November tllrough April of each se~pl1.

I
LJnifrutti traders Ltda. concurs with, and incorporates herein by reference, the detailed comments

and supporting data submitted by ASOEX, the Chilean Exporters Associa~ion. Specifically, Unifi"utti

traders IJtda. urges the agency to reject the proposed change in the regulatory period because;
I

1. Th~ Proposc;d Rlllc; impo:Jcs murk~ting ordcr stiUldards on ChilC;!l11 sllp~lics whcl1 110 domcstic varictics arc
availablc, and thclcforc constitl1tcs a non-tariff bmier ~ontrary to thc tdrms of WTO Agrccments and thc
U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreemetlt. ;

2. 'lne Proposed Rule assesses inspection tees starting April I when no d6mestic supplies are being so
chargcd, and th~rcby violatcs Articlc III and Articlc VIII of GATT 199t.

3. Th!; chaIlge in thc; begilU1ing effective date of Marketil1g Ord~r 925 and: Tablc Grapc Import Rcgulation 4
from Apri1 20 to April 1 \vi11 have a direct negative impEl.ct 01\ Ol.lr busirless. Unifr\\tti Traders Ltda. ships
550.000 boxes offrcsh table grapcs to thc U.S. from April 1 to April 2q. If the Proposed Rule should be
adopted, thc estimatcd valuc ofthc tablc grapcs to be excludcd from shipment is US$ 9,500,000

4. Thc Proposcd Rule docs not contain any cvidcncc of circllmvcntion by Chilcan tablc grapcs sufficicnt to
wnrrant thc proposed chm1ge. i

5. The change in date from April 20 to April I wi!! create all artificial sho~ge oftahle grapes since there is
no other commercially significant alld reliable supply fi'om any source i'lther thai) Chile.

6. Thc Chilcan grapcs supplicd from April! to thc cllrliQst commr."tcially significant supplics of grapcs from
CoachcIla Vallcy in California mc~t markcting spccifications from re~1 chains that arc mOlC stringcl1t in
some respects thal\ the marketing order requirements. :

7. Thc proposcd changc cannot bc validly bascd on a 20 ycar.old survcy of cold storagc practices.~
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8. The proposed change CWI not be justified under t!1e criteria established by the AMAA for 11 change in the

beginning el:fective date of Marketing Order 925 or the companion Taqte Grape Import Regulation 4 in
view of the record prices received by Coachella Valle)' growers in tl)e ~ast two sea.~ons.

I

Respectfully subfnitted,

Juan Jose Villas~te
I

Gcncral Man..~gCL;
Unifrtltti TradersiLtda.
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